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Stressing to “Al Siyasa” the need to teach “Alternative Energy” in Arab universities

Abu-Ghazaleh:  Human development is the true investment, and e-cities must are based on the internet.
•
Our Arab universities suffer from the injustice of the Western classification entities who know nothing about the true nature of our region.
Iqbal Saleh:
Ever since he was a Palestinian refugee in Beirut, he had set an essential goal for himself, which is to become among the richest people in the world.  He says “every morning when I wake up, I used to read the famous Forbes magazine, opening the page that has the list of the richest names in the world.  If I didn’t find my name there then I used to go to work.
This is Talal Abu- Ghazaleh, the businessman who also adds, “I have ever since then been working hard and studying to achieve what I have been dreaming of.” Noting that he has managed to establish an international business with over 2000 employees who work through 72 offices in the Middle East.  The group offers a variety of professional services which include accounting, educational consulting, among other services, which are lead by intellectual property, which is considered the largest in the world.
Abu-Ghazaleh is proud about the fact that Kuwait was where he started to build his group for Intellectual Property, where he says “we are a pure Arab entity with a Kuwaiti origin.”
In his interview with “Al-Siyasa”, he touched on such issues as quality of education, and the standards needed to achieve that quality,  all the way to e-cities, where he stressed the need that they should be virtual cities rather than pieces of real estate and beginnings on the surface of the Earth.  He did not forget to mention human development, on which he stressed that is the real investment, calling for the inclusion of the study of “alternative energy” and “nuclear energy” in the curriculums of Arab Universities, instead of reaching a time when the Arab world would have to beg for such new sources of energy, from other countries, once the oil runs out.  The following are the details of the interview.
The Arab Quality Assurance in Education Organization, in cooperation with the University of Kuwait, has organized the Modern Destinations of Teaching Business Management Convention, how did such an idea for such a convention materialize, and what is the importance Business Management today so that one can touch on its modern destinations?
I attended this convention as the chairman of the Arab Organization for the Examination and Accreditation in Education, which is a regional Arab organization whose honorary president is HE Mr. Amro Mosa, while I am the chairman of the board, which has been registered in Brussels for it to be independent and with an international status, with the aim of examining quality to give our opinion regarding the educational levels in any educational institution.
Evaluating Arab Universities

Among your biggest dreams is to transform Arab Universities into great universities such as Harvard and Cambridge, what do the Arab universities lack to reach such levels?
Our ambitions must be to reach their levels, and I say that the Arab universities is unjustly evaluated by Western classification, for when such classification is coming from a Western entity that does not truly understand our region, or environment, or needs or even our language, I don’t not then believe that they are capable of truly evaluating us correctly, and that is why we say that it is unfortunate that we are assessed by the West because there are no Arab evaluation entities, and this is the first ever Arab organization for the assessment and examination of education.  We are now preparing for an organization for the classification of universities, which means ranking them, because we cannot just leave the classification of Arab universities for the Western unjust classification, which used to say that there is no worthwhile education in the Gulf, as well as issuing untrue comments, for there are excelling universities, and moderate ones as well as bad ones, so we never want to be unjust towards the good ones by generalizing the bad.  That is why I say that the only thing lacking is the will, which does exist in reality and all the Gulf countries have decided upon evolving education and have set aside funds for education, but I must state here that such funds for education must not include faculty salaries and the expenses of educational institutions, because we need these educational budgets to be used for its development, but to stay as the situation is now, where in most Arab countries about 80% of the educational budgets is set for salaries, and nothing is really left for development, like the case now in Saudi Arabia where 25% of its annual budget is set for human development, which includes education of course, which is a priority for creating a productive human being who is capable of developing the economy and what we need in all our life’s aspects.
As an achievement of the Millennium Goals through Information and Telecommunication technology, you had a meeting with the Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr. Ban Ki Moon.  Tell us a little about this meeting and its most important points.
I have met with the General Secretary of the United Nations in New York, on the eighth of this month, as the chairman of the United Nations Global Alliance for ICT and Development, who has assigned me a new project which involves finding ways to use information technology to achieve the development goals of the Millennium, which were set by world leaders in the year 2000, on the basis that by the year 2015, poverty and disease levels must drop while the levels of education must reach its climax.  The eighth article of this Millennium included that information technology is to be used to achieve this objective, which I have been assigned to take over this aspect of it to head an international project, on a global level, which is to include beneficiaries from governments, companies, health and educational institutions, among others, to put forward a comprehensive plan to find a solution on the computer, which we will call a working plan, which can be accessed by anyone and use its tools and interact with it directly, where there will what we call “virtual consultants” to aid the user in finding solutions.  This will include all aspects of the sustainable development, and its relative activities, which is an issue of importance to me on the level of the Arab region, because we lag behind, in the area of technology, across all sectors, including the sector of education of course, for we still teach computer as if it is a science, which it is not, rather a mean for other things which must be taught, developed and analyzed through the use of computers, because we want to use information technology in all what we do because it was created for the service of our needs.
What is the nature of your involvement in The Hamad E-city in Bahrain? And do you call upon all Arab countries to create such e-cities?
Talking about e-cities, I would like to state, for the first time ever in the media, and I hope that what I will say will not upset those involved in the decision making, but I have been used to say what satisfies my conscience, and have always found this to be the right way, and one of the big officials of one of the Gulf countries has once told me something which I will never forget it, “I enjoy you because you upset me, because you tell me what I must listen to and not what I would like to listen to.”  Going back to the issue of e-cities, it started in Silicon Valley and was transformed into real estates and buildings, companies and complexes that develop technology, while Bill Gates, “the father of Technology”, when he was asked where is your office? Responded by saying, come into the computer tape.  We must realize that at this stage, we must build e-cities in space and not on Earth, and this is exactly what we are doing now for the electronic government of Bahrain.  The electronic government of His Majesty, King Hamad Bin Issa, has assigned to us to come up with the strategic plan for the e-city in Bahrain, and I have said that I do not want to do something that imitates an era which has ceased to exist, for when the Silicon Valley was established there was no internet and no information technology, and it has developed into the advanced stage that it is today, and what we will reach tomorrow.  We do not need an electronic government which has buildings and real estate, what we need is a virtual infrastructure, on the internet, which will generate better value since everyone can access the internet and from anywhere, while an electronic complex will take the person to get there physically, which greatly decreases the chances of access.  We were honored to place the five year plan for the Hamad e-city, for which we are now placing the execution plan, and if other countries are planning such e-cities then I hope that they will build them on the internet, for the Silicon Valley no longer has any value now, not in e-governments nor in e-cities, and it has become only the place for some companies’ headquarters and that is it.  I hope that the decision makers are to serve the citizen, the state and knowledge on a bigger scale, by creating true e-cities and not e-cities made up of real estate.
Human Development

You strive to care for human development, how is that carried out?
This is the true investment and what we should be thinking of.  The highest per capita income in the world is in a country called Luxembourg, which is a country that does not have oil, no natural resources and no any kind of wealth.  What it does have is well developed electronic services, and as for us, and before reaching the post oil era, must decide now to turn ourselves into a society of human capabilities.  Oil is bound to run out some day, and during this period ahead of us we must be capable of developing our infrastructure and that of human capabilities, and I have said many times before that the states of the Gulf are poor nations and that we are not rich nations or nations of surpluses, and it is a lie when its said that we are nations of surpluses because all the oil that we have is not enough to build an infrastructure like that in America or in Europe.  What I have said might not be appreciated by many, but that is the truth.
And what do you believe is the solution?
The solution is for us to invest in the infrastructure that helps building the human capabilities structure to produce, for capabilities cannot be built without the availability of their building tools, which include the fixed and electronic infrastructures, as well as that of knowledge and education.  This basically means that we need to provide an environment of knowledge and a knowledgeable human being.
Alternative Energy

Some are seeking alternative sources of energy, other than oil, for the development of life and to develop their own countries, such as solar and wind energy, among others, while others started using nuclear energy for peaceful purposes.  Tell us a little about that.
This is a huge and important issue in which I am currently seriously involved.  We have recently created a center for renewable energy, which is a center for economic studies and research, and not a technical one, which means that we are not the ones who will develop, but we do study what is available, and we are now working alongside with international organizations to place this issue on the real map because it is truly unclear.  Everyone who discusses this issue talks about it from different angles.  There are those who want to drop the price of oil by providing an alternative source of energy, or want to increase the price of oil by stating that there are no alternative sources, or others who say that we are facing the threat of an upcoming source.  Still, today less than 3% of the world’s energy use comes from alternative sources, while oil is still the main source of energy, even when we hear that someone has invented a car that runs on electricity.
When I read an American report which said that the world will go back to riding horses and walking on foot, because oil will run out in 30 years, I started to laugh because technology can only move forward, and when one source of energy ceases to exist, like coal, we moved to oil.  There are so many alternatives, which through development, can bring about alternative sources of energy that will enable us not to rely only on oil, but this requires that the Gulf area also take part in such research and studies for such alternative energy so that we will also become its exporters in the future, just as we are exporters of oil today.
Do you then call upon the inclusion of alternative energy and nuclear energy in the curriculums of Arab universities?
The study of alternative energy and nuclear energy must be included in the curriculum of Arab universities.  This is more especially true in the Gulf states who depend on oil as their main source of income, and I hope that one day we will have such a subject taught at our universities so that we will have experts who will become scientists in research centers for alternative energy, so that we would become producing nations of this energy, instead of purchasing it and begging for it from other countries.
